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English 9
A Brief History of Book Burning
· 213 BC: Emperor Qin Shi Huang of China ordered the burning of all philosophy books from states other than Qin.  Intellectuals who did not comply with this practice were buried alive on the emperor’s orders.
· 292 AD: The Egyptian alchemical books of Alexandria were burnt by the Roman emperor Diocletian.

· 303 AD: The Roman emperor Diocletian burned many Christian books and ordered the persecution of Christian people.

· 325: Roman emperor (and Christian) Constantine I orders books written by the theologian Arius for heresy.
· 435: Eastern Roman emperor Theodosius II ordered the burning of books written by Nestorius, the Archbishop of Constantinople, for heresy.

· 650: Uthman ibn Affan, an Islamic leader, oversaw an authorized written version of the Qur’an; he ordered the destruction of all competing versions.

· 1121: A French church council accused the famous theologian Peter Abelard of heresy against the Church, and ordered him to burn his own book.  Then, the council shut Abelard up in a monastery for the rest of his life.
· 1200: The Royal Library of the Samanid Dynasty, a Persian ruling family, was burned at the turn of the 11th Century during the Turkic invasion from the east.
· 13th Century: The Catholic Church waged a brutal war against the Cathars, a religious sect, and destroyed all Cathar books that could be found in an effort to erase their beliefs.

· 1480: During the Spanish Inquisition, Tomas Torquemada promoted the burning of all non-Catholic literature, especially Jewish books.
· 1490: A number of Hebrew Bibles and other Jewish books were burned by the orders of the Spanish Inquisition. In 1499 about 5000 Arabic manuscripts were consumed by flames in the public square at Granada on the orders of Ximénez de Cisneros, Archbishop of Toledo.
· 1497: Followers of the Italian priest Girolamo Savonarola collected and publicly burned pornography, lewd pictures, pagan books, gaming tables, cosmetics, copies of Boccaccio's Decameron, and all the works of Ovid which could be found in Florence.
· 1526: William Tyndale's English translation of the New Testament was burned in London by Cuthbert Tunstal, Bishop of London.
· 1624: Martin Luther’s German translation of the Bible was burned by order of the Pope.
· 1683: Several books by Thomas Hobbes and other authors were burnt in Oxford University.
· 1842: Officials at the school for the blind in Paris France, were ordered by its new director, Armand Dufau, to burn books written in the new braille code.
· 1917: In Russia the Bolsheviks ordered the destructions of all books contrary to Communism, including many religious works, works in favour of the Czarist history, works on nationalism, works on freedom and economic profit.
· 1930’s-1940’s: The works of Jewish authors were burnt by the Nazis throughout Germany.
· 1948: In Binghamton, New York, children—overseen by priests, teachers, and parents—burned around 2,000 comic books.
· 1953: U.S. Senator Joseph McCarthy ordered the removal and destruction of books by authors he thought were “pro-Communist.”  Shortly after, President Dwight D. Eisenhower said, “Do not join the book burners.  Do not be afraid to go into your library and read every book.”

· 1988: The novel The Satanic Verses by Salman Rushdie provoked furious demonstrations and riots around the world by Muslims, many of whom considered it extremely blasphemous.

· 1990’s: Members of the Full Gospel Assembly in Grande Cache, Alberta, Canada burned books with ideas in them that they did not agree with, or that they deemed to contain ideas contrary to the teachings of God.
· Recently: All over the United States, copies of the Harry Potter books have been burned by many groups for promoting witchcraft and magic.
Source: www.wikipedia.com

Vocabulary
alchemical- a form of chemistry during the Middle Ages that sought to turn average metals into gold

blasphemous- completely irreverent towards what is supposed to be sacred or holy; sacrilegious

braille- a system of reading and writing for the blind

heresy- opinions or teachings that contradict accepted religious beliefs

nationalism- devotion or loyalty to one’s own country; patriotism

sect- a religious group that branches off from the main group
theologian- someone who is an expert on theology (religious beliefs)

Multiple Choice Questions

1. According to this list, the earliest recorded incident of book-burning took place:

a. in Germany, just before World War II

b. in the United States, in 1948

c. in China, in 213 BC

d. in Rome, during the year 325

2. According to this list, many books were burned for heresy.  This means that:

a. they disagreed with popular religious beliefs

b. they spoke out against corrupt leaders

c. they were written by theologians

d. they contained top-secret information

3. Books were burned for heresy in:

a. Germany

b. United States

c. China

d. Rome

4. A famous German writer named Heinrich Heine once wrote, “Where they burn books, people are next.”  He could have been speaking about:
a. Salman Rushdie

b. Qin Shi Huang

c. Theodosius II

d. Harry Potter

5. Which of the following is not one of the reasons for burning books, according to this list?
a. Religious beliefs

b. Political beliefs

c. Financial competition
d. Inability to read

6. One person who spoke out against book burning was:
a. Dwight D. Eisenhower

b. Joseph McCarthy

c. Diocletian

d. Ximénez de Cisneros
7. The last recorded incident of book burning took place in:

a. 303 AD
b. 1526
c. 1990
d. It is still going on

8. “Book burning” can be a symbol of:

a. Ignorance

b. Fear

c. Hatred

d. All of the above

9. Books that were burned by American children include:

a. religious books

b. comic books
c. The Satanic Verses by Salman Rushdie

d. political books

10. Having looked at this brief history of book burning, we can conclude that:

a. book burning has always been done by religious figures

b. book burning has always been done by political leaders

c. book burning takes place in many different cultures and countries, and is committed by many different people

d. books do not keep people warm for very long

