Ms. Cronk
Valhalla High School 

English 9 Syllabus 2011-2012

Welcome to English 9, this is a full year course. Its purpose is to provide the student with an overview of the following genres of literature: short story, poetry, drama, Greek mythology and the novel.  Within each genre student define the key concepts and terms affiliated with each unit, The course provides a foundation of literature, writing skills, reading comprehension skills, critical thinking skills to prepare them for further advanced study of English. 

All students will research, analyze, collaborate, create papers and digital projects that represent their understanding of class topics.
Independent Reading is an integral and ongoing activity throughout the year.  Students are required to read 2 books of their choice, assignments and rubrics will be provided.  It is Valhalla’s goal to foster a love of reading by permitting students to select books and choose among a variety of projects to complete for assessment.
It would be very useful for the research project for each student to have a Gmail account so that I may be able to check on student progress and collaborate on the actual document.  If parents would prefer their children not have an email; a suitable work-around is for the parent to create a Gmail account that the student can use only for the purposes of the research paper, but the account belongs to the parent.  

Course Objectives:
· Read and analyze a variety of literary works from the short story, poetry, drama, Greek mythology and novel units
· Identify corresponding literary terms and concepts for each unit
· Enhance vocabulary utilizing words in homework assignments and written/oral responses  
· Listen and read for critical analysis and interpretation of literary works
· Interpret, analyze, and react to various genres of literature
· Identify Focus Correction Areas and address personal challenges
· Create original pieces of work such as poems, short stories and creative projects
· Work cooperatively to accomplish a specific goal
· Learn and apply Information Literacy Skills
· Construct MLA formatted papers that exhibit control over the conventions of English grammar, including Works Cited, and parenthetical citations
· Present thesis to class in a digital presentation, with proper presentation techniques.
Grade 9 English Content:
Selections and assignments may be modified.

Main Text: Patterns in Literature: America Reads. Scott, Foresman

Supplemental Texts and Handouts

Field Trips

Videos /Clips

Units of study
1. Poetry- (1st Unit) Some selections may be:
a. “Birthday,” M.T. Buckley

b. “My Mother, Who Came From China, Where She Never Saw Snow,” Laureen Mar 

c. “Mr. Artesians’s Conscientiousness,” Ogden Nash

d. “In the Plaza We Walk,” Napthali De Leon

e. “Warning,” Jenny Joseph

f. “The Centaur,” May Swenson
g. “Miss Rosie,” Lucille Clifton

h. “Making a Fist,” Naomi Shihab Nye

i. “Velvet Shoes,” Elinor Wylie

j. “O Daedalus, Fly Away Home”

k. “The Courage That My Mother Had,” Edna St. Vincent Millay

l. “The Funeral,” Gordon Parks

m. “The Ad-dressing of Cats,” T.S. Elliot

n. “There Will Come Soft Rains,” Sara Teasdale

o. “The Rainy Day,” Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

p. “The Bells,” Edgar Allen Poe

2. Short Stories  

a. “The Most Dangerous Game” Richard Connell

b. “The Scarlet Ibis” James Hurst

c. “A Death in the House” Clifford D. Simak

3. Shakespearean Drama Unit 

a. Romeo and Juliet
4. Greek Mythology

a. Antigone,  Sophocles 

b. The Greek Gods, Evslin, Evslin &Hoopes

5. Novel

a. Great Expectations, Charles Dickens (This Novel may be substituted for another)

6. Writing and Grammar- Continuous

7. Independent Reading-Continuous
